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On July 14, one month before completing his first year in office, President Ernesto Samper faced
his first ministerial crisis when his entire cabinet resigned. Samper, who assumed office on Aug.
7, 1994, accepted several resignations in what he said was a move to more effectively push forward
his anti- poverty social development programs. "Some changes are being made to strengthen the
administration's social team, which has the task of executing the principal social programs designed
and set in motion during the last year," said presidential communications advisor Juan Fernando
Cristo. "With the formation of this new cabinet, the president will give a vigorous impetus to the
social policies already underway, especially employment, housing, education, and health programs
designed to benefit all Colombians."
The cabinet's resignation came one day after Samper met with leaders of the Liberal, Conservative,
and Alianza Democratica (ADM-19) parties. The president asked the political leaders for their
backing for his policies, including tax reform, anti-drug trafficking programs, and the peace
process with the guerrillas. According to political observers, the party leaders agreed to support the
administration's programs. Samper then met with his cabinet. According to reports in Bogota, at the
end of the meeting, Samper suggested the need to make some changes, prompting the resignations.
Earlier, in June, Senator Jaime Arias, leader of the opposition Partido Conservador, expressed
dissatisfaction with the president's positions on tax reform and the peace talks with the guerrillas,
and he rejected the government-proposed pact to support Samper's policies.
"The Conservatives maintain their complete independence from the government," said Arias.
"While we oppose some government positions, we coincide on others such as the anti- drug policy,
relations with the US, social policies, and proposals to reform Congress and the political parties."
Since that time, a cabinet reshuffling has been expected, and, after Arias's remarks, observers
speculated that the new cabinet would have fewer or possibly no Partido Conservador members.
However, although the number of women in the 15-member cabinet increased from two to three,
the ideological makeup remains the same, with 11 members of the governing Partido Liberal and
four from the Partido Conservador.
On July 14, the president replaced the ministers of Health, Education, Agriculture, and Mines. The
new ministers, all from the Partido Liberal, are: * Gustavo Castro Guerrero, Agriculture * Rodrigo
Villamizar, Mines and Energy * Augusto Galan Sarmiento, Health * Maria Emma Mejia, Education
As Samper approaches his second year in office, he faces major problems in the ongoing battle
against the powerful drug cartels and a stop-and-go peace process to end the longest guerrilla
war in South America, as well as the serious social problems of widespread poverty, violence, and
unemployment. In his recent speech at the closing session of Congress, Samper vowed to continue
fighting the drug cartels and also to continue efforts toward peace with the guerrillas, "without
giving in either to blackmail or terrorism."
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Samper said the substantial gains made recently in dismantling the Cali cartel and in reducing
delinquency could greatly improve the security situation in the country during the coming
years. "By now it should be clear to those who doubted the will of the government to combat the
serious scourge of drug trafficking that the government is firmly committed in this area," said
the chief executive. "Just as vigorously, we call on the international community to make a greater
commitment in the fight against drug trafficking, a fight that will not end as long as the demand is
there and as long as international financial centers continue laundering money."
In addressing the peace process, Samper denounced the deadly bombings that occurred in Medellin
and Bogota in June. "Those who think they can break the will of the government through acts
of terrorism are totally mistaken," Samper said. "There will be no negotiation with terrorists.
The government, my government, will never accept peace based on blackmail, intimidation, or
terrorizing the innocent population. To negotiate out of terror is to hand over the State. And that we
will not do, come what may." (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 06/07/95, 06/11/95, 06/20/95, 07/12/95,
07/14/95; Reuter and Notimex, 07/14/95)
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